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Priest Blessed be our God always, now and for ever and to the ages 
of ages.  

Choir Amen. 
 
Priest Glory to You, O God, glory to You. 

O Heavenly King, Comforter and Spirit of truth, You that are 
in all places and fill all things, the Treasury of blessings and 
the Giver of life: come to dwell in us, cleanse us from every 
stain, and save our souls, O gracious One. 

 
Choir Holy God, holy mighty, holy immortal, have mercy on us.  

(3 times). 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. now 
and for ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

 
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our 
sins. Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy God visit and heal our 
infirmities for Your Name’s sake. 

 
Lord, have mercy. (3 times). 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. now 
and for ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

 
 Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy 

kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 
Priest For Yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory: of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
 
 

2 



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

425)*  ;&/;5)* JcU +Qce)* 6&'0f0)* _F(&QU Eg'0*# <_F]*;&0 E_;9Q# _FQ25 /4; 9& EhTc FX  .
_Q 6&iRX0)* Fb&03 _Q&ci HjM#=%HQ E1Y:*#.  

  
O;.;̂ %& /H2*%&2 /!+e&2 /gh% ;. P@(A%&.  

  YR;* 60 9&2 Mi)* JcU F> EgF' E0* <k)l* =g&,0)* 9^/&7 <m*;9RX0 4&c  F_HQ2F5H) _FRFn7;
)* HQ J/0,0)* H(&(3 F_ F_F(&QU _HR /#%Q EP/;n# <  =I9/&o m9:'90 <6&' H0f0)* JcU F+Qce)* d

 H;9:0 =RF'#20 d^) E6-R) <d^&Q F_ ,p F1# dp,c) m9:;#^%0 F;&Z m*;Y.  
  

!-Ai (!-*/"&.%& /*P"(. 0%&ٕ2 3!&24 R6;$ (2 (!7&..  
c-)* k)l* Fj()*# 9& <+)#@X0)* =;&Z =+Q&I;)* =+2&Y5)* 9^R&7 q ;̀2=R $ <g&Q,R)* F+&

 TW# NQ <9'Rp/,#R 6U +:)9i 9& Fj;&, ?(  6&@)* qi/cX# <?7;)* q0&%R,0)*
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Choir O Lord, save Your people, and bless Your inheritance, granting to 
Your People victory over all adversaries, and by Your Cross 
preserving Your Estate. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
O Christ our God, who of Your own good will was lifted up upon 
the Cross, bestow Your bounties upon the new Nation which is 
called by Your Name; make glad in Your might those who 
lawfully govern, that with them we may be led to victory over our 
adversaries, having in Your aid a weapon of peace and a trophy 
invincible. 

 
Now, and for ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
O Champion dread, who cannot be put to confusion, despise not 
our petitions, O Good and All-praised Theotokos; establish the 
way of the Orthodox; save those who have been called on to 
govern us, leading us all to that victory which is from heaven, for 
you are she who gave birth to God, and you alone are Blessed. 

 
 
Priest Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great goodness, 

we pray to You: hear us and have mercy. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
 
 
Priest Again we pray for all Orthodox Christians. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
 
 
Priest Again we pray for our father and Metropolitan... and for all 

our Brethren in Christ 
Choir Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
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Priest For You are a merciful God and love mankind, and unto You 
we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit: now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. Bless, Father, in the Name of the Lord. 
 
Priest Glory to the Holy, Consubstantial, Life-giving and Undivided 

Trinity, always: now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. 
 
 
Choir Amen. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

(Thrice) 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 

(Twice) 
 
 

Psalm 3 
 
Lord, how numerous are my enemies: many they are that rise against me. 
Many there are that talk of me and say: 'There is no help for him in his 
God.'  
But You Lord are about me as a shield: You are my glory and the lifter up 
of my head.  
I cry to the Lord with a loud voice, and He answers me from His holy hill. 
I lay myself down and sleep: I wake again because the Lord sustains me. 
Therefore I will not be afraid of the multitudes of the nations who have set 
themselves against me on every side. Arise Lord and deliver me, O my 
God; for You will strike all my enemies on the cheek, You will break the 
teeth of the ungodly. 
Deliverance belongs to the Lord: O let Your blessing be on Your people. 
I lay myself down and sleep: I wake again because the Lord sustains me. 
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Psalm 37 
 
O Lord rebuke me not in Your anger: neither chasten me in Your fierce 
displeasure. 
For Your arrows have been aimed against me, and Your hand has come 
down heavy upon me. 
There is no health in my flesh because of Your indignation, nor soundness 
in my bones, by reason of my sin. 
The tide of my iniquities has gone over my head: their weight is a burden 
too heavy for me to bear. 
My wounds stink and fester because of my foolishness. 
I am bowed down and brought so low that I go mourning all the day long. 
For my loins are filled with a burning pain, and there is no sound part in 
all my body. 
I am numbed and stricken to the ground: I cry aloud in the yearning of my 
heart. 
O Lord, all I long for is before You and my deep sighing is not hidden 
from You. 
My heart is in tumult, my strength fails me, and even the light of my eyes 
has gone from me. 
My friends and my companions hold aloof from my affliction and my 
kinsmen stand far off. 
Those who seek my life strike at me, and those that desire my hurt spread 
evil tales and murmur slanders all the day. 
But I am like a deaf man and hear nothing; like one that is dumb, who 
does not open his mouth.  
So I have become as one who cannot hear, in whose mouth there is no 
retort. 
For in You, Lord, have I put my trust: and You will answer me, O Lord 
my God. 
For I prayed 'Let them never exult over me those who turn arrogant when 
my foot slips 
Truly, I am ready to fall and my pain is with me continually. 
But I acknowledge my wickedness and I am filled with sorrow at my sin. 
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Those that are my enemies without cause are great in number: and those 
who hate me wrongfully are many. 
Those also who repay evil for good are against me because I seek after 
good.  
Forsake me not, O Lord go not far from me, my God: 
Hasten to my help, O Lord my salvation. 
Forsake me not, O Lord, go not far from me, my God: 
Hasten to my help, O Lord my salvation. 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 62 
 
O God, You are my God, eagerly will I seek You. 
My soul thirsts for You, my flesh longs for You as a dry and thirsty land, 
where no water is. 
So it was when I beheld You in the sanctuary and saw Your power and 
Your glory. 
For Your unchanging goodness is better than life, therefore my lips shall 
praise You. 
And so I will bless You as long as I live, and in Your name will I lift my 
hands on high.  
My longing shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness: my mouth shall 
praise You with exultant lips. 
When I remember You upon my bed, when I meditate upon You in the 
night watches, how You have been my helper: then I sing for joy in the 
shadow of Your wings: 
Then my soul clings to You, and Your right hand upholds me. 
Those that seek my life are marked for destruction: they shall go down to 
the deep places of the earth. They shall be delivered to the sword: they 
shall be a portion for jackals. 
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The king will rejoice in God and all who take oaths on his name shall 
glory, but the mouths of liars shall be stopped. 
I meditate upon You in the night watches, how You have been my helper: 
then I sing for joy in the shadow of Your wings, 
Then my soul clings to You and Your right hand upholds me. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory be to You, O God. (Thrice) 
 
Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen 
 
 
Psalm 87 
 
O Lord my God, I call for help by day and by night also I cry out before 
You. 
Let my prayer come into Your presence and turn Your ear to my loud 
crying. 
For my soul is filled with trouble and my life has come even to the brink 
of the grave. 
I am reckoned among those that go down to the Pit: I am a man that has 
no help. I lie among the dead, 
Like the slain that sleep in the grave, whom You remember no more, who 
are cut off from Your power. 
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You have laid me in the lowest Pit: in darkness and in the watery depths. 
Your wrath lies heavy on me: and all Your waves are brought against me.  
You have put my friends far from me and made me to be abhorred by 
them.  
I am so fast in prison I cannot get free: my eyes fail because of my 
affliction.  
Lord I call to You every day: I stretch out my hands toward You.  
Will You work wonders for the dead, or will the shades rise up again to 
praise You?  
Shall Your love be declared in the grave, or Your faithfulness in the place 
of destruction?  
Will Your wonders be made known in the dark, or Your righteousness in 
the land where all things are forgotten? 
But to You, Lord, will I cry: early in the morning my prayer shall come 
before You.  
O Lord, why have You rejected me: why do You hide Your face from me?  
I have been afflicted and wearied from my youth upward: I am tossed high 
and low, I cease to be.  
Your fierce anger has overwhelmed me and Your terrors have put me to 
silence.  
They surround me like a flood all the day long: they close upon me from 
every side.  
Friend and acquaintance You have put far from me and kept my 
companions from my sight. 
O Lord my God, I call for help by day and by night also I cry out before 
You.  
Let my prayer come into Your presence: and turn Your ear to my loud 
crying. 
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 IA%&A *2102  
"#/(%)* =kF0,* qcX*( qn 90 b&03 9&# < M4;)* q,Y' 9& q-;9Q.  

 Fq,'R $# < /4;)* q,Y' 9& q-;9Q  F& ?@)* <HkHRxn9-0 Fb&03 =;Ye  Fb&03 qY5& ?@)* <_H09]G
 H_ H̀ *;07 Fb&03.  

 /3'& ?@)*q +n7;)*# H+0:;)9Q H_=c/c-& ?@)* < H_FR9&: (9,Y)* 60.  
 H_=Q9Q5 H;,')9- =(/(3R&n < H_HR*#^5 H>*;&X)9Q =bQ5=& ?@)*.  

6&0#c10)* Hb&03) Hr9`%)*# H>90:;)* =b'9i [4;)*.  
 HkHR9S&50 N&S*;,o q'Q# <=kFB;W J,#0 aM;U.  

&:; [4;)* J)o $# <=WX,& r9`%'l* J)o "&) <H+0:;)* =;&]-# Hj9'u* =N&#W < Aa#f;# Ad
 M()* =(%:& ;I.  

 F: $9'*V93 9'9&9WX H4,: JcU $# <9'20 Fb'i 9' H09]G 4,.  
 H;*(%0Q k'u  F6&@)* JcU =kFR0:; [4;)* �M#B <t;u* 6U r90,)* H�9YR;* k'#%/R&.  

 H;*(%0Q#  H4;e0)* 6U Hy;50)* H(E2=Q9'HR9S&, 9/'U F(2Q7 <.  
 9''7 F;-@# <9'FRcQ3 a;U k/'u <Hk&YS9X JcU [4;)* =a7;R& <6&'Q)* JcU =4u* =a7;R& 90-

6:' A4*;R.  
 =;IV& _)@- HN%:)* H;IV-# <k=09&7 H452)9- =69,'l*.  

 =k=2 #̀0 m9`&7 =aF;2=& $# < =>Q]& "&) =g&;)* k&n >MQI *@o k/'u.  
q^n /4;)* =+0:; 907 k'#%/R& F?@)* JcU ;I()* J)*ٕ# <;I()* @'0.  

 F6&1n9:)* <6&'Q)* Hr9'Q7 JcU =k=)(U#  F(^U F6&;-*@)*# <} 9I#2'i&) =}9&9i#.  
 

  
  
  

9 



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

Psalm 102 
 
Praise the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, praise His holy 
name. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul and forget not all his benefits. Who forgives 
all Your sin and heals all Your infirmities,  
Who redeems Your life from the Pit and crowns You with mercy and 
compassion;  
Who satisfies Your being with good things, so that Your youth is renewed 
like an eagle’s. 
The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses, and his works to the children of 
Israel.  
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great 
goodness.  He will not always be chiding, nor will he keep his anger for 
ever. 
He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor rewarded us according 
to our wickedness. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His mercy over 
those that fear Him.  
As far as the east is from the west, so far has He set our sins from us. 
As a father is tender towards His children, so is the Lord tender to those 
that fear Him.  For he knows of what we are made: he remembers that we 
are but dust.  
The days of man are but as grass: He flourishes like a flower of the field; 
When the wind goes over it, it is gone and its place will know it no more.  
But the merciful goodness of the Lord endures for ever and ever toward 
those that fear Him, 
And his righteousness upon their children's children; upon those who keep 
His covenant and remember His commandments to do them. 
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 /&I [4;)* Fw b&03)* JcU =(#,FR =k=R-c00# <r90,)* qn kF5;U.  
 HkR-Sp0 Fb&03 9& M4;)* *#-;9Q  F6&;(R%0)*  Lj/#%Q F6&c092)* <  HR0c-Q Hk  F('U  Hk H0p- H>#i H�90,.  

kFR(*;o 6&c092)* =kF0*/(X 9& <HkHR*/#B Fb&03 9& /4;)* *#-;9Q.  
 TN- qn <HkH)90U7 Fb&03 9& M4;)* *#-;9Q  M4;)* q,Y' 9& q-;9Q <HkHR(9&, Hb H̀ #0.  

 TN- qn0 M4;)* q,Y' 9& q-;9Q <HkHR(9&, Hb #̀.  
  

 IA%&A*2 142  
qRQcW J)o F_T%:Q E> Hi'F7# qRpFi J)o Eb0R,* /4; 9&  ._H)(2Q q) E43R,o.  

 /q F: [?7 F_F0907 J/-VRF& 6F) =kM'u < F_ H(QU Fb0 H+0-9:0)* qn EN =X(R $#.  
(2)* M6uqR9& F: Ht;u* J)o MN@7# q,Y' F(F̂ W`* H(B M#. 

 qQcB 4;W`*# <q'W9Q qn q:#; E>; H3 F̀ n <dF(H%)* =@'0 JR#F0)* FN]0 H+0c1)* qn q'F,c37#
qcX*( qn.  

_&F(& bS9'i qn =>c/0wR# <_)90U7 /N-Q => E3Ĥ F)# HdF(H%)* Fd9&7 =>;M-@R.  
 M?(& =>W,FQ F_&)o .u9- <q,Y' E>F5 HWFU F_&)o;FW0)* J)o Ht;.  

q:#; E>F&H'Fn (%n /4; 9& q) E43R,9n E�H;E,7.  
 /43)* qn F6&WQ9^)* FkHQ95wn q/'U F_F̂ 3# EaH; EiFR $. 

 =>c/-#R F_&cU q'vn F_HRF0:;H) m92 H0R,=0 Hj*(e)* qn q'Ec23o.  
q,Y' =>2nF; _&)o q'u 9^&n =_c,7 qR)* Fy&;W)* [4; 9& q'n T;U.  

 60 /4; 9& q'@H%'7 F#I F>'7 F_'u F_9`H; FN0U7 67 q'0TcU < =>w3) (B F_&)o q'u qS*(U7
q^)o.  
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he Lord has established His throne in heaven: and His kingdom rules over 
all.  
Praise the Lord, all You His angels, You that excel in strength: You that 
fulfill His word, and obey the voice of His commandment.  
Praise the Lord, all You His hosts, His servants who do His will.  
Praise the Lord, all His works, in all places of His dominion, praise the 
Lord, O my soul! 
In all places of His dominion, praise the Lord, O my soul. 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 142 
 
Hear my prayer, O Lord: in Your faithfulness consider my petition, and in 
Your righteousness give me answer. 
Bring not Your servant into judgment, for in Your sight can no man living 
be justified.  
For the enemy has pursued me, he has crushed my life to the ground. 
He has made me dwell in darkness like those for ever dead. Therefore my 
spirit grows faint and my heart is appalled within me. 
I remember the days of old, I think on all that You have done: I consider 
the works of Your hands.  
I stretch out my hands toward You: my soul yearns for You like a thirsty 
land. 
Be swift to hear me, O Lord, for my spirit fails: hide not Your face from 
me, lest I be like those who go down to the Pit. 
O let me hear of Your merciful kindness in the morning, for my trust is in 
You.  
Show me the way that I should go, for You are my hope. 
Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord, for I run to You for shelter. Teach 
me to do Your will, for You are my God. 
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 F>'7 F_H0,* HN37 E6H0 <+0&%R,=0 Lt;7 qn q'&(Ê F& =g)9i)* F_=:#; q'&& E:=R /4; 9&.  
 6#'HV E:=& F6&@)* MN- =_HcÊ =R# <qS*(UF7 =NiwR,R F_HRF0:;HQ F# <q,Y' 6V:)* 60 =�;X=R F_H)(2HQ

 F_=(QU 9'7 q'u q,Y'.  
_(QU b0 +0-9:0)* qn ENX(R $# _H)(2Q q) E43R,o.))*+,(  

 L+0&%R,0 Lt;7 qn q'&(^F& =g)9i)* _=:#;.  
  

 ;)*# H6Q$*# H4D) =( E3F0)*6&0G F6&;HI*()* H;EIF( J)*ٕ# L6*#7 MN=- F# F6O* <"=(=%)* HP#..  
C* 9& F_) =(30)* 9&&#c&)7 9&&#c&)7 9&&#c&)7.)#%&%(  

(30)* _) 9'r93;# 9'^)o 9&.  
 

r*+$%& d-AsC%& d+DQ%&  
  

!"#$%&  g;DQ: Fg*%& 0%= 3SsC/+.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&  B2D;J%& /SsRC%& /6@4 !A g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%= 8#:C2W;: /Ys(Z2.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&. 

!"#$%&   8m-A@%& /.#9P,&2 d(CR.^;A%& >& /O[#:($ /U#+(p /!C;92 /S%#J%& F6$ /Ss(C /6@4 !A
 Pg;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%=.  

425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&. 

!"#$%&  t+ /f-%= (!2D ;ZP.(- !-_%&2 8OR.(̂ ;A%& /U-+%& &_" /6@4 !A 8>& /u2Z2 3v(* (2 (2 3!#A-
g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%=.  

425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
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Let Your kindly spirit lead me in an even path. For Your name's sake,  
O Lord, preserve my life, 
And for the sake of Your righteousness, bring me out of trouble. In Your 
merciful goodness slay my enemies, and destroy all those that come 
against me, for truly I am Your servant. 
In Your faithfulness consider my petition, and in Your righteousness give 
me answer. (X2) 
Let Your kindly spirit lead me in an even path. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory be to You, O God. (Thrice) 
 
O Lord our Hope, glory be to You. 

  
 

THE GREAT LITANY 
 
Priest In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir  Lord, have mercy. 

 
Priest For the peace, which comes from on high, and for the 

salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare of the holy 

churches of God, and for the gathering into one of all things, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For this holy House, and for those who enter it with faith, 

reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir  Lord, have mercy.  
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!"#$%&  g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%= 8B4*%& LA-^(,C;A%& T.#+J%& FL:C (9%& !--9-C(A%& /6@4 !A.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&  A#:,-%2+2*,A2 #:-+4 /6@4 !………… S&5. ;Z%& /dCA#A\%&2 !-AR*($;A%& /d:<($%&2

g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%= 8gJ\%&2 O2*-D$e& m-A@2 X-CA%& LM.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   36(A(̀  F6$ LM S</,(* (I&w;A (2 !PAb& LC*#9 /.P: ;@%&2 /S P$ ;9%#+ (!-A/[#^%& /6@4 !A

g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%= 8 3X/%#V.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   0%= 8#<-M (!-:/$#C%& !-:APw;A%&2 r*;̂ %&2 /!;.;A%& /m-A@2 /d:-.A%& x_" /6@4 !A

g;DPQ(: 5g*%&.  
425)*  * [4; 9& Ed F:;.  
!"#$%&   5g*%& 0%= 8d-AsC 3U#y242 /a*b& /*#Ap /g PV/Z2 d(-/2"b& /6&./,`& 6@4 !A

g;DPQ(:.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   r*PCb&2 !--/: PN(A%&2 0N*A%&2 F2@%&2 F*+%&2 /*9+%& LM !-*/M#C;A%& 6@4 !A

g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%= 8S< /VsZ2.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&. 

"#$%&!  g;DPQ(: 5g*%& 0%= 8TR.(\2 3*(Q (Z2 3g(N(q2 3G-N F6$ !A #:/,#@: 6@4 !A.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
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Priest For all devout and Orthodox Christians, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

Choir  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For our Father and Metropolitan ...N., for the venerable 

Priesthood, for the Diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy and 
people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For those who govern this country, all civil authorities and our 

Armed Forces every where, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 

 
Priest For this city, for every city, and land, and for the faithful, who 

dwell in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For favourable weather, for abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times; let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For those who travel by sea, by land, by air, for the sick and 

suffering; for those in captivity; and for their salvation,  let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger and 

necessity; let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
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!"#$%&  )/,(APJ/:/+ >& #- #:Pj(W9&2 PS (9*&2 PYFD (Z2 P. ;N P̀ ;4.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   /f%z& (T.%&2 #:(,(.5-C 8T.-@(A%& /U#$(*(+%& (d(̂ /[#W%& (T*/"#Q%& /dC&.(̂ %& (dR-D;$%& #:/* P$_ .J+

 8S- P*(A /d-%2,+%& (dA[&.%&))l* =j()*# 9^=,(=B =yHS9Y)* 9 =̂R/&79'&iTcX Hk(   /m-A (@ (mA
f%z& /X-C(AD% #:/,#-9 56$2 k#NJ+ #: ;NJ+ (2 #:(C2W: Pv /.2:3% 8!-C-F.^%&.  

425)*  4; 9& F_). 

!"#$%&   ;H2*%&2 ;!+e&2 ;g7& #<E-4 8.2@;C2 3S&*$&ٕ2 3.-@A, E6$ ()% L{+:- ;f:b
 (!-*/"&.%& /*P"(. 0%&ٕ2 3!&24 R6;$ (2 (!7&8O;.;̂ %&.  

425)*  &0G6  
  

-./01 23+45 6#701 89:0#;  
   /4;)* Hd,9Q qRO* A_;9Q0 <9') F;^F1 [4;)* =C*.  

  
<=0#>01 ?#@AB=>CD1 8, 2EF G.; #HIG=.J45:  

• "#/(%)* HkH0,9Q *#U(*# T4;cH) *#n;RUo.  
• 9 =̂R;F̂ FB T4;)* Hd,9Q# qQ E>W9:7 Hd0u* [N-.  
• '&U7 qn A+Q&3U qI# }@I >'9- H◌ F4F;)* HNFQHB 609'.  
  

 U#-*#+2*Q)6#701 89:0#;(  
 H4&W)9Q =kFW/':# <+&%')* q'9Q,)9Q =kMY)# < H(#2)* 60 F;I9W)* _F(,3 F;(:7 q%/R0)* Fa,#& /6o

(&(3 L;QB qn =kF2 F3`7# <=}FV/̂ 3#.  
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Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 
Your grace. 

Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For to You belong all glory, honour, and adoration: to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
 
 
The Choir sings the following in Tone Two 

 
God is the Lord, who has shown us light. Blessed is He that comes in the 
name of the Lord. (Repeated after each stichera) 
 

• Give thanks to the Lord; for He is good: for His mercy endures for 
ever. 

• All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the Lord will I 
destroy them. 

• I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 
 
 
Troparion    (in Tone Two) 
 
The noble Joseph, takes down Your most pure body from the Tree, and 
when he had wrapped it in clean linen with sweet spices, he laid it in a 
new tomb. 
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"=(=%)* HP#;)*# H6Q$*# H4D) =( E3F0)*  
 M>07 L@S'&: <>#0& $ ?@)* =j9&:)* 9^&7 <>#0)* J)o F>;(:'* 90('U  Hy;QQ Fd&:3)*

 HR#I$ F_ M])* >:R 60 F>*#0u* F>0B7 90('U# < F_#:' F�;i <�;  <6&&#90,)* H>*#%)* =b&03
 Fj9&:)* qW20)* =k)l* =g&,0)* 9^&7  =(30)* _).  

  
 F# F6O*6&0G F6&;HI*()* H;EIF( J)*ٕ# L6*#7 MN=-.  

 AyS$ #^n =4&W)* 907 < H4&W)* H>p09:)* Hj#,'c) mpS9B H;Q%)* F('U F; F̀ : F_p0)* 6o
(9,Y)* 60 m9Q&;Z ;^1 (%n =g&,0)* 907# < H>*#0u9Q.  

  
!"#$%&  g;DQ: 5g*%& 0%= 3SsC+ k#N-42 k#N-4.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   P. ;N P̀ ;4 )/,(APJ/:/+ >& #- #:Pj(W9&2 PS (9*&2 PYFD (Z2.  
425)*   Ed F:;* [4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   /f%z& (T.%&2 #:(,(.5-C 8T.-@(A%& /U#$(*(+%& (d(̂ /[#W%& (T*/"#Q%& /dC&.(̂ %& (dR-D;$%& #:/* P$_ .J+

 8S- P*(A /d-%2,+%& (dA[&.%&)#:-VFDZ /f%z& ;T.%&2 #<;C.;y ;G/[#W%& #<;,5-4( A /m-A (@ (m
f%z& /X-C(AD% #:/,#-9 56$2 k#NJ+ #: ;NJ+ (2 #:(C2W: Pv /.2:3% 8!-C-F.^%&.  

425)*  4; 9& F_).  
!"#$%&   (!7& 8O.;̂ %& ;H2 5*%&2 ;!+e&2 ;g7& #<-4 8. P@(A%&(2 (TR2;̂ %&(2 ()D;A%& ()(% (2 (TRI /J%& ()% R!b

 /"&.%& /*P"(. 0%&ٕ2 3!&24 R6$2!-*.  
425)*  6&0G. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
 
When You went down to death, O Life immortal, You destroyed hell by 
the radiancy of Your Godhead; and when from the depths You raised the 
dead, then all the powers of heaven cried aloud: “O Giver of life!   
O Christ our God! Glory be to You.” 
 
Now, and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen 
 
When You went down to death, O Life immortal, You destroyed hell by 
the radiancy of Your Godhead; and when from the depths You raised the 
dead, then all the powers of heaven cried aloud: “O Giver of life!   
O Christ our God! Glory be to You.” 
 
Priest Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For Yours is the majesty, and Yours is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory; of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever, and to ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
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#ACp#$%& ) 89:0#;L5M1(  
 F"Wp&Q 60 F"0R)* Fa,#& /6o F(,3)* FW/':# Fd&;-)* L69Q,Q k/Y)# <L+'&0] L4#&WQ k L+/&%'

 L(&(3 L;QB qn =k2 #̀#  . L>9YR9I F63)M(* H4&/W)* =>p09: =j#,')* _)@)  : 90- =g&,0)* 9^&7
Q,% FR09&B 9') E;^17 F>c%n F>_.  
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0 qn F4ceR# _H)*#B7 qn Fy(iR q-) =>2'i _F0*/(B M;5)*# =>ES HWX _F(:# F_&)o_HR0-9:.  
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The Kathismata     Tone One 
 
Joseph begged Your sacred Body from Pilate, and after he had anointed it 
with sweet-smelling spices, he wrapped it in clean linen and laid it in a 
new tomb.  The Myrrh-bearing Women arrived at dawn and cried out: 
“Reveal Your Resurrection to us, O Christ, as You foretold.” 
 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and 
for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
The Choirs of angels are filled with wonder, beholding Him who rests in 
the bosom of the Father laid in the tomb as one dead, even though He is 
immortal.  The ranks of angels surround Him, and with the dead in Hades 
they glorify Him as Creator and Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 50 
Have mercy on me, O God, in Your enduring goodness, according to the 
fullness of Your compassion blot out my offences. 
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my rebellion, and my sin is ever before me. Against 
You only have I sinned and done what is evil in Your eyes; so You will be 
just in Your sentence and blameless in Your judging 
Surely in wickedness I was brought to birth and in sin my mother 
conceived me. 
You that desire truth in the inward parts, O teach me wisdom in the secret 
places of the heart.  
Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean, wash me and I shall be whiter 
than snow. 
Make me hear of joy and gladness, let the bones which You have broken 
rejoice.  
Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities.  
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0&%R,0 m9:#;# <k/c)* 9& < Mqn EycX7 m9&%' m9QcBqS95:7 qn E(T(3 m9.  
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q0n F;QX&n /qRY5 EgRn* [4; 9& _R:Q,RQ.  
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Create in me a clean heart, O God and renew a right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me out from Your presence, and do not take Your holy spirit 
from me.  
O give me the gladness of Your help again, and support me with a willing 
spirit.  
Then will I teach transgressors Your ways and sinners shall turn to You 
again.  
O Lord God of my salvation, deliver me from bloodshed, and my tongue 
shall sing of Your righteousness.  
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim Your praise.  
You take no pleasure in sacrifice or I would give it: burnt offerings You 
do not want.  
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart O God 
You will not despise.  
In Your graciousness do good to Zion; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
Then will You delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and oblations; 
then will they offer young bulls upon Your altar. 
 
 

The Canon 
 
Ode One 
 
He who in ancient times hid the pursuing tyrant beneath the waves of the 
sea, is hidden beneath the earth by the children of those whom once He 
saved.  As for us, however, let us praise the Lord as did the youths; for in 
glory has He been glorified. 
 

• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
O Lord my God, I will sing a funeral hymn to You, a song at Your burial; 
for by Your burial You have opened the gates of life for me, and by Your 
death You have slain Death and Hades. 
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*# H6Q$*# H4D) =( E3F0)*"=(=%)* HP#;).  
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JcU  m+YR9I E>FX;i# Lj*(7 H;&Z 60 H}9&0)* :)& F"  F_*#, A"#/(B  /4; 9&.  
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]- A>90pU E>;^1 (B (/&,)* 9^/&7& H'n( J)o Aj;&50 Aj; F_ Lk)v- _HR9/&YX F>'cU7 (%n 6O* 907# <
: L69,'*ٕ#R6&YR9I *#X;in Hd&:3)* qn 6&@c) J  : F_*#, A"#/(B "&)  /4; 9&.  
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•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
All things above and all beneath the earth quaked with fear at Your death, 
as they beheld You, O my Saviour, upon Your throne on high and in the 
tomb below. For beyond our understanding You lie before our eyes, a 
corpse and yet the very Source of Life. 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
You descended to the depths of the earth in order to fill all things with 
Your glory: for my person that is in Adam has not been hidden from You, 
but in Your love for man You are buried in the tomb and You restore me 
from corruption. 
 
 

Ode Three 
 
 
Irmos: When the creation beheld You hanging on Golgotha, You who did 
hang the whole earth freely upon the waters, it was seized with 
amazement and it cried: “There is none holy save You, O Lord.” 
 
 
 

•••• Glory to You, Our God, glory to You. 
 
Signs and tokens of Your burial You have disclosed in a multitude of 
visions; and now, O Master, as both God and man, You have revealed 
Your hidden secrets to those in Hades who cry:  “There is none holy save 
You, O Lord.” 
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• O;.;̂ %& /H2*%&2 /!+e&2 /gh% ;. P@(A%&.  
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425)*  4; 9& F_).  
!"#$%&  :4 )5:b ;<%= (U (.@A%& ;mM*: ()%2 #: R6;$ (2 (!7&8O;.;̂ %& ;H2*%&2 ;!+e&2 ;g7& #<E-4 8
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•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
You have stretched out Your arms and united all that before was 
separated; and by Your Burial in the linen and the grave You have loosed 
the prisoners, and they cry: 'There is none holy save You, O Lord.' 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
You whom nothing can contain, of Your own will You were enclosed and 
sealed within the tomb: but through Your energies You have as God 
revealed Your power to those who sing: 'There is none holy save You,  
O Lord who loves mankind.' 
 
Repeat Irmos : When the creation beheld You hanging on Golgotha, You 
who did hang the whole earth freely upon the waters, it was seized with 
amazement and it cried: 'There is none holy save You, O Lord.' 
 
 

The Little Ektenia 
 
Priest Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For You are our God, and to You we ascribe glory, to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir  Amen. 
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Kasisma (Tone One) 
 
The soldiers keeping watch over Your tomb, O Saviour, became as dead 
men in the presence of the shining angel, who proclaimed the 
Resurrection to the women. We glorify You, for You have destroyed 
corruption. We fall down before You, Who rose from the grave, our only 
God. 
 
 
Ode Four 
 
Irmos: Foreseeing Your divine self-emptying upon the Cross, Habakkuk 
cried out marvelling: “You have cut short the strength of the powerful,  
O gracious and almighty Lord, and preached to those in Hades.” 
 
 

•••• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
 
Today You keep holy the seventh day, which You have blessed of old by 
resting from Your works. You bring all things into being and You make 
all things new, observing the sabbath rest, my Saviour, and restoring Your 
strength. 
 

 

•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
 
You have gained the victory by Your greater strength: Your soul was 
parted from Your body, yet by Your power, O Word, You have burst 
asunder the bonds of death and Hades. 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
Hades was filled with bitterness when it met You, O Word, for it saw  
a mortal deified, marked by wounds yet all-powerful; and it shrank back 
in terror at this sight. 
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Ode Five 
 
Irmos: Isaiah, as he watched by night, beheld the light that knows no 
evening, the light of Your Theophany, O Christ, that came to pass from 
tender love for us; and he cried aloud: 'The dead shall arise and they that 
dwell in the tomb shall be raised up, and all those born on the earth shall 
rejoice exceedingly.' 

 
• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
 
When You became a creature formed from dust, O Creator, You made 
new those born on earth. The linen and the grave point, O Word, to the 
mystery that is within You. For the honourable Joseph, of sound belief, 
fulfils Your Father's plan, Who has gloriously refashioned me in You. 
 

•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
By death You transform mortality and by Your burial, corruption. With 
divine power You make incorruptible the nature which You have taken, 
rendering it immortal; for Your flesh, O Master, did not see corruption, 
and Your soul in a strange manner was not left in Hades. 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
You came forth from a Virgin who knew no travail. Your side, O my 
Creator, was pierced with a spear, by which You accomplished the 
re-creation of Eve, having Yourself become Adam. Supernaturally You 
fell into a sleep that renewed nature, raising life from sleep and 
corruption, for You are Almighty. 
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Ode Six 
 
Jonah the Prophet was enclosed but not held fast in the body of the whale; 
for, serving as a figure of You, who suffered and was buried in the tomb, 
he leapt forth from the monster as from a bridal chamber and he called out 
to the watch: 'in vain do You watch, O Watchmen; for You have neglected 
mercy.' 
 
 

•••• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
 
You were killed, O Word, but You were not separated from the body 
which You shared with us. For even though Your temple was destroyed at 
the time of the Passion, yet the Person of Your Godhead and of Your flesh 
is but one; in both You are one Son, the Word of God, both God and man. 
 
 

•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
The fall of Adam resulted in the death of a Man, not God; for though the 
substance of Your earthly body suffered, Your divinity remained 
impassible. That which was corruptible in Your human nature You have 
transformed to incorruption, and by Your Resurrection You have revealed 
a fountain of immortal life. 
 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
Verily, Hades ruled the race of man, but not for ever. For when You,  
O mighty Lord, were placed in the sepulchre, You burst asunder the bars 
of death with Your life-giving hand. To those from every age who slept in 
the tombs, You have proclaimed true deliverance, O Saviour, having 
become the First-Born of the dead. 
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Repeat Irmos: Jonah the Prophet was enclosed but not held fast in the 
body of the whale; for serving as a figure of You, who suffered and was 
buried in the tomb, he leapt forth from the monster as from a bridal 
chamber and he called out to the watch: 'in vain do You watch,  
O Watchmen; for You have neglected mercy.' 
 

The Little Ektenia 
 
 
Priest Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For You are the King of Peace, and to You we ascribe glory, to 

the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
 
 
KONTAKION 
 
He who closed the abyss lies before us dead; and as a corpse the Immortal 
is wrapped in linen with sweet spices and laid in a tomb. The women 
come to anoint Him with myrrh, weeping bitterly and crying: This is the 
most blessed Sabbath on which Christ sleeps, but on the third day He shall 
rise again.' 
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OIKOS 
 
He who holds all things in unity was lifted on the Cross, and the whole 
creation wept to see Him hanging naked on the Tree. The sun hid its rays 
and the stars cast aside their brightness; the earth shook in mighty fear, the 
sea fled and the rocks were rent, and many graves were opened and the 
bodies of the saints arose. Hades groaned below and the Jews considered 
how to spread false tidings against Christ's Resurrection. But the women 
cried aloud: This is the most blessed Sabbath on which Christ sleeps, but 
on the third day He shall rise again.' 
 
 
SYNAXARION 
 
On the Great and Holy Saturday, we celebrate the Burial of the Divine 
Body and the descent of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to Hades, 
through which He restored our kind from corruption and transplanted it to 
eternal life. 
Wherefore, by Your ineffable condescension, O Christ our God, have 
mercy on us. Amen. 
 
 
Ode Seven 
 
Irmos: Wonder past speech! He who delivered the holy Children from the 
fiery furnace, is laid a corpse without breath in the tomb, for the salvation 
of us who sing: Blessed are You, O God our Deliverer. 
 
 

•••• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
 
Verily, Hades was pierced and destroyed by the divine fire when it 
received in its heart him who was pierced in his side with a spear for the 
salvation of us who sing: Blessed are You, O God, our Deliverer. 
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•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
 
O happy tomb! It received within itself the Creator as one asleep, and it 
was made a divine treasury of life, for our salvation who sing: Blessed are 
You, O God, our Deliverer. 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
In Hades and in the tomb and in Eden, the Godhead of Christ was 
indivisibly united with the Father and the Spirit, for our salvation who 
sing: Blessed are You, O God, our Deliverer. 
 
 
Ode Eight 
 
Be amazed, O Heaven, be horribly afraid, and let the foundations of the 
earth be shaken. For lo, he who dwells on high is numbered with the dead 
and lodges as a stranger in a narrow tomb. Him do you children bless, you 
priests praise, and you people exalt above all for ever. 
 

•••• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
 
The most pure Temple is destroyed, but raises up the fallen tabernacle. 
The second Adam, He who dwells on high, has come down to the first 
Adam in the depths of Hades. Him do you children bless, you priests 
praise, and you people exalt above all for ever. 

 
•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
 
The disciples' courage failed, but Joseph of Arimathea was more bold; for 
seeing the God of all a corpse and naked, he asked for the body and buried 
Him, crying: Him do you children bless, you priests praise, and you 
people exalt above all for ever. 
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•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
O strange wonders! O love and infinite forbearance! He who dwells on 
high is sealed beneath the earth with His own consent, and God is falsely 
accused as a deceiver. Him do you children bless, you priests praise, and 
you people exalt above all for ever. 
 
 

•••• We praise, we bless, we bow down before the Lord. 
 
Repeat irmos: Be amazed, O Heaven, be horribly afraid, and let the 
foundations of the earth be shaken. For lo, he who dwells on high is 
numbered with the dead and lodges as a stranger in a narrow tomb. Him 
do you children bless, you priests praise, and you people exalt above all 
for ever. 
 
(The faithful stand) 
Priest The Theotokos and Mother of the Light, let us honour and 

magnify with song. 
 
Ode Nine 
 
Irmos: Weep not for me, O Mother, beholding in the sepulchre the Son 
whom you conceived without seed in your womb. For I shall rise and shall 
be glorified, and as God I shall exalt in everlasting glory those who 
magnify you with faith and love. 
 

•••• Glory to You, our God, glory to You. 
 
“O Son without beginning, in ways surpassing nature was I blessed at 
Your strange birth, for I was spared all travail. But now beholding You, 
my God, a lifeless corpse, I am pierced by the sword of bitter sorrow. But 
arise, that I may be magnified.” 
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•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
“By My own will the earth covers me, O Mother, but the gate-keepers of 
Hades tremble as they see Me, clothed in the blood-stained garment of 
vengeance: for on the Cross as God have I struck down My enemies, and  
I shall rise again and magnify You.” 
 

•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
“Let the creation rejoice exceedingly, let all those born on earth be glad: 
for hell, the enemy, has been despoiled. Let the Women come to meet Me 
with sweet spices: for I am delivering Adam and Eve with all their 
offspring, and on the third day I shall rise again.” 
 
Repeat Irmos: Weep not for Me. O Mother, beholding in the sepulchre the 
Son whom you conceived without seed in your womb. For I shall rise and 
shall be glorified, and as God I shall exalt in everlasting glory those who 
magnify you with faith and love. 
 
 
(The Congregation stands. The Clergy with the Altar Boys and the Choir 
assemble about the Epitaphios). 
 
(And the Faithful join in the Chants). 
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  _&QF7 F6 È H: E; H(9e=R EdF) F_M'H-F)    4&;FZ# A4&3FU A; E0F7 =k/'o  

11   F>E2 H̀ =# L;EQFB qn     =�#,F& 9& j9&:)*  
   E>F(M(3R 9&*;Q)* =+2&QWn     =B 90'&: F>0  m92&;,  F-k)v  

13   EdF)92)* F>E&FR7 (B     F'=RH) T3 Fq  EdF(G  
  ?(T&F, 9& =} E( H3FR EdF) F_9'=̂ Fn     E'9Fnk=Q=cEWFR Hd&: F3EcH) F> E;F( F:  

15   =bF0 E37 9&*;FQ)*     E�#,F& 9& E>Fn F;FU  
  cF0 9|%: F_M'7 EtE;Fu*F# 90M,)* =_     E;&e Fi L;EQFB qn F>EU H( E#7 E6HSF) F#  

 

27  



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

THE LAMENTATIONS 
First Part in Tone Five 

 

2 In a grave they laid You, O my life and my Christ 

 And the armies of the angels were so amazed 

 As they sang the praise of Your submissive love 

   

4 O my sweet Lord Jesus, my Salvation, my Light 

 How are You now by a grave and its darkness hid? 

 How unspeakable the mystery of Your love 

   

6 Gone the Light the world knew, gone the Light that was mine 

 O my Jesus Who are all of my heart’s desire 

 So the Virgin spoke lamenting at Your grave 

   

8 Who will give me water, for the tears I must weep? 

 So the maiden wed to God cried with loud lament 

 That for my sweet Jesus I may rightly mourn 

   

10 All we call you Blessed, Theotokos most pure 

 And with faithful hearts we honour the burial 

 Suffering with you the death of our God 

   

12 How O Life can You die? In a grave how can You dwell? 

 For the proud domain of death You destroy now 

 And the dead of Hades You make to rise 

   

14 O my dear Christ Jesus, King and Ruler of all 

 Why to them that dwelt in Hades did You descend? 

 Was it not to set the race of mortals free? 
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16 In a grave they laid You, O my Lord and my Life 

 Yet the Lord of Death have You by Your death destroyed 
 And the world of You does drink rich streams of life 
   

18 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 I adore Your passion, Your entombing I praise 
 And I magnify Your might You dear friend of man 
 From destroying passions have they set me free 
   

  
 
 
Then the Priest says: 
 
Priest Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For blessed is Your Name and glorified is Your Kingdom, of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: Now and 
for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 

Choir Amen. 
 
Then part two starts: 
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THE LAMENTATIONS 
Part Two in Tone Five 

 
Right is it indeed 2 

Life-bestowing Lord, to magnify You  

For upon the cross were Your hands outspread  

And the strength of our dread foe have You destroyed.  
 

Right is it indeed 4 

Maker of all things, to magnify You  

For by Your dear passion have we attained  

Victory over the flesh and rescue from decay.  
 

I am rent with grief 6 

And my heart with woe is crushed and broken  

As I see them slay You with doom unjust  

So bewailing Him His grieving Mother cried.  
 

Ah these eyes so sweet 8 

And Your lips, O Word, how shall I close them?  

How the dues of death shall I pay to You?  

So cried Joseph as he shook with holy fear.  
 

Dirges at the tomb 10 

Blessed Joseph sings with Nicodemus  

Bringing praise to Christ, Who by man was slain  

And in song with them are joined the Seraphim.  
 

O my Son behold 12 

Your well-loved disciple and Your Mother  

And Your voice so sweet let us hear again  

So with plenteous tears His Maiden Mother cried.  
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O my Light and Life 14 

Why in a grave they have laid You?  

Your Maiden Mother shouted with tears of grief  

Rise O my sweet Son as You did say to us.  
 

Hades that dread foe 16 

Shook with terror when he looked upon You  

O Son of Glory that cannot die  

And his captives then he yielded up in haste.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 18 

O Eternal God  

Begotten not made and Spirit  

Magnify Your might to the mortal men  

Blessing us with peace and freedom evermore.  

 
Priest Again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For You are Holy, O our God, You who sit on the throne of 

the Cherubim, and to You we ascribe glory, together with 
Your Eternal Father, and the Holy and worshipful and 
Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and to ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
30 



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

!"#6$%& )*,7+- 89:*72;!"#6$%& )*,7+- 89:*72;!"#6$%& )*,7+- 89:*72;!"#6$%& )*,7+- 89:*72;        
o%#p%& cI@%&  

  
1   H09- =N  E3u* HN9&     F%=R T;* =4 FR) E, Fg&Q     H) F( En H' F_  F0 9&q:&,  
  3   =a,#&  F;)* H0* [q     FU H6  Mi)* H4&c  E:7 F( F; E_     F# FB qn EQ L;  È 7 F3 F2_  
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THE LAMENTATIONS 
Part Three  in Tone Five 

 
to Your grave comes bringing Every generation 2 

Dear Christ its dirge of praises  
 

that Arimathean From the Cross he brought You 4 

And in a grave he laid You  
 

came with loving forethought Women bringing spices 6 

Your due of Myrrh to give You  
 

helped by Nicodemus Joseph is entombing 8 

The body of his Maker  
 

lay away the body O blessed Joseph 10 

Of Jesus Christ our Lord  
 

The killing of the Saviour Oh what ignorance! 12 

By the killers of Prophets  
 

Ah my Son beloved Ah my precious Springtime 14 

Ah wither fades Your beauty 
 

O my God and Maker Son of God Almighty 16 

How’s it Your will to suffer?  

 
wailed with fervent weeping Cries of woe the Maiden 18 

For grief her heart was piercing  

 
O my Son most precious Light more dear than seeing 20 

How in a grave do You hide?  

 
for Your great compassion O my Son I praise You 22 

Which moved You thus to suffer  
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And release from sorrow Hasten, Word, Your rising 24 

The spotless Maid who bore You.  
 

Store of spices bringing Myrrh the women sprinkled 26 
To grace Your Tomb at dawning.  

(Repeated) 
   

and raise us with You Merciful Lord rise 28 
From the fires of Hades.  

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 30 

To Your people salvation Peace Your Church to prosper  
Be given through Your rising 

 
Priest Again and again in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For You are the King of Peace and the Saviour of our souls,  

O Christ our God, and to You we ascribe glory, to Your 
Father who is from everlasting, and to Your All Holy and 
Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of 
ages. 

Choir Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTIONS 
(Tone Five) 

 

•••• Blessed are You, O Lord: teach me Your statutes. 
The company of the Angels was amazed, when they beheld You 
numbered among the dead, yet Yourself, O Saviour, destroying the power 
of death, and raising up Adam with You and releasing all men from hell. 

 
•••• Blessed are You, O Lord: teach me Your statutes. 
Wherefore, O Women Disciples, do you mingle sweet-smelling spices 
with your tears of pity?  The Radiant Angel with the sepulchre cried unto 
the Myrrh-bearing Women:  Behold the grave, and understand; for the 
Saviour is risen from the tomb. 

 
•••• Blessed are You, O Lord: teach me Your statutes. 
Very early in the morning, did the Myrrh-bearing Women run lamenting 
to your tomb; but an Angel came toward them saying; “The time for 
lametation is passed; weep not, but announce to the Apostles the 
Resurrection.” 

 
•••• Blessed are You, O Lord: teach me Your statutes. 
The Myrrh-bearing women mourned as bearing spices they drew near 
Your tomb, O Saviour.  But the Angel spoke to them saying: “Why do 
you number the living among the dead?  In that He is God, He is risen 
from the grave.” 

 
•••• Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
We adore the Father, as also His Son and the Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity, 
in one Essence, crying with the Seraphim: Holy, holy, holy are You,  
O Lord. 
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•••• Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
In that you bore the Giver of Life, O Virgin, you redeemed Adam from 
sin, and gave Eve joy in place of sadness; and He who was incarnate of 
you, both God and Man, has restored to life those who had fallen 
therefrom. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, glory be to You, O God. (Thrice) 
 

 
The Little Ektenia 

 
Priest Again and again in peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For all the powers of heaven praise You, and to You we 

ascribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
 
The Exaposteilarion (Tone two) 
Choir Holy is the Lord our God. (Thrice) 
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The Praises 
Ainoi (Tone two) 

 
Let everything that has breath, praise the Lord. 
Praise the Lord from heaven: O praise him in the heights. To You, O God, 
is due our song. 
 
Praise him, all his angels: O praise him, all his host. To You, O God, is 
due our song. 

 
 

Praise Him for His mighty acts: 

Praise Him according to His abundant goodness. 
Today the grave holds Him Who holds creation in the hollow of His hand; 
a stone covers Him who covers the heavens with glory. Life sleeps and 
Hades trembles, and Adam is set free from his bonds. Glory to Your 
dispensation, through which, when all things were accomplished, You 
have presented to us an eternal rest, even Your most holy Resurrection 
from the dead. 
 
 

Praise Him in the blast of the ram's horn: 

Praise Him upon the lute and harp. 
What is this sight which we now behold? What is this present rest? The 
King of the Ages completes His dispensation with His Passion. He rests in 
the tomb, and grants to us a new rest. To Him we will cry: Arise, O God, 
and judge the earth, for You reign to all Ages, O You Who are boundless 
in Your great mercy. 
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Praise Him with the timbrel and dances: 
Praise Him upon the strings and pipe 

Come let us behold our Life, lying in the grave in order that He may give 
life to those who lie in their graves. Come, and today let us see Him of 
Judea, Who sleeps, and to Him we will cry prophetically: Who shall raise 
You up, O King, You who did as a lion fall asleep? But of Your own 
power do You rise up, You who did willingly give Yourself for us.  
O Lord, glory be to You. 

 

 
Praise Him upon the high-sounding cymbals: 

Praise Him upon the loud cymbals. 
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord 

Joseph asked for the body of Jesus and laid it in his own new tomb: for it 
was fitting that the Lord should come forth from the grave as from a bridal 
chamber. O You who broke the power of death and opened the gates of 
Paradise to men, glory be to You. 

 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

Moses the great, mystically prefigured this present day, saying: “And God 
blessed the seventh day.”  For this is the blessed Sabbath, this is the day of 
rest, on which the only-begotten Son of God rested from all His works. 
Suffering death in accordance with the plan of salvation, He kept the 
Sabbath in the flesh; and returning once again to what He was, through 
His Resurrection He has granted us eternal life, for He alone is good and 
loves mankind. 
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;#')* F;Ĥ 1=0 9& F_) =(30)*<  

 =(30)*  Hk/c) qn Jc=2)* Jc FU#  Ht;u*  =dp,)* qn# "9')* j/;F,F0)*.  
 ='< F_=:TQ, <_=-H;9Q='  =( =3E,F' < F_) <_=( T3F0=' _=;=- E5F'  HN E3Fu  Hd&1FU  HNpF3  F_ H( E3F0.  

9^[&7  [4;)* < =_Hc0)*  =k)l*  [?#90M,)*  =4O*  =WHQ9`)* < MN=-)* 9^[&7  [4;)*  =6Q$*  =(&:#)*  =�#,& <g&,F0)* 

9&# 9^[&F7 P# /;)* "(%)*.  
9^[&7  [4;)* <k)l* 9&  FNF0 F: <Hk/c)* 9&  F6Q* <4O* 9&  Fbn*;  H+S&WX  Hd)92)* <9' E0 F:E;o 9&  Fbn*; 9&9WX 

dF)92)*.  
 ENMQ%R 9' FU[;`R 9^[&7  ="H)93)* 60  E6U  H6&0&  H4O* 9'0 F:E;*#.  F_M'u  F>E'7  F_F( E:F# < A"#/(=B  F>'7 

 F_F(:#  [4;)*  =�#,& g&,0)* qn  H(30  Hk/c)* <4O* 6&0G.  
 =-;9Q7 Ld#& MN=- qn(FQFu* H(Q7 J)*ٕ# < H(QFu* J)o F_F0,* =gTQ,=7# F_.  

@I qn F1FY E:=' 67 < /4; 9& 9'EcTI7*  d#&)* L+S&WX H;&eQ.  
6&0G < H(Qu* J)o _=0,* A( M3F0=0# AgMQF,=0# <9'S9QG Fk)o [4; 9& F>'7 A_;9Q=0.  

_&cU 9'H)9-TR* HNE] H0F- 9'&c FU F_=RF0 E:F; [4; 9& E6=-FRH). 

  
37  



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

Now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 
Most blessed are you, O Virgin Theotokos, for through Him that was 
incarnate of you is Hades despoiled, Adam is recalled from the dead, the 
curse is made void, Eve is set free, death is slain, and we are endowed 
with life. Wherefore, in hymns of praise, we cry aloud: Blessed are You, 
O Christ our God, who is thus well pleased, glory to You. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Great Doxology 
 
Glory be to You, for You have shown us the Light. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill to all mankind. 
We praise You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You, we give 
You thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty; Lord, the 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy Spirit. 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You take away the sin of the 
world. have mercy upon us; You that take away the sins of the world. 
Receive our prayer, You that sit at the right hand of the Father, and have 
mercy on us. 
For You alone are holy, You alone are the Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory 
of God the Father. Amen. 
Every day I will bless You, and praise Your Name, throughout all ages. 
Grant, Lord, this day that we may be kept without sin. 
Blessed are You, Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is 
Your Name throughout all ages. 
May Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, even as our hope is in You. 
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Blessed are You, O Lord - teach me Your statutes. Blessed are You,  
O Lord - teach me Your precepts. Blessed are You, O Lord - teach me 
Your commandments. 
Lord, You have been our refuge from one generation to another. I said, 
Lord, have mercy upon me, heal my soul, for I have sinned against You. 
Lord, I have run to You for refuge; teach me to do Your will, for You are 
my God. 
For with You is the source of life: in Your light we shall see light. 
Continue Your mercy to those that know You. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: have mercy on us. 
(Thrice) 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now and for 
ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
Holy immortal: have mercy on us. 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us. 
 
 
 
Or the following in Tone Five: 
When Joseph saw that the sun had hidden its rays, and that the veil of the 
Temple was rent at the death of the Saviour, he approached Pilate and 
pleaded with him, crying out and saying: 
Give me this Stranger, who from His youth has wandered like a stranger, 
Give me this Stranger, whom His kindred killed in hatred like a stranger. 
Give me this Stranger, at whom I wonder, beholding Him as a Guest of 
death. 
Give me this Stranger, who knows how to take in the poor and strangers. 
Give me this Stranger, whom the Jews in envy estranged from the world. 
Give me this Stranger, so that I may bury Him in a tomb, since being a 
stranger He has no place to lay His head. 
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Give me this Stranger, to whom His mother cried, as she beheld Him 
dead, ‘My Son, my inner parts are wounded and my heart burns as  
I behold You dead, yet I trust in Your Resurrection and I magnify You.’ 
In these words the noble Joseph pleaded with Pilate, he took the Saviour’s 
body and with awe wrapped it in linen and balm. He placed You in  
a tomb, You who grant everlasting life and Great Mercy to all. 
 
 
 
 
Priest Wisdom.  Let us attend. 

 
The reading is from the Prophecy of Ezekiel. 
The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out by the Spirit 
of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; it was full of 
bones.  And He led me round among them; and behold there were very 
many upon the valley; and lo, they were very dry.  And he said to me, 
"Son of man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord God, Thou 
knowest." Again he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  And  
I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord." 
So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was  
a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. And as I looked, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and 
say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,  
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live."   
So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great host. 
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Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are clean cut off.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: Behold I will open your graves, and raise you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you home into the land of Israel. 
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise 
you up from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken, and I have done it, says the 
Lord." 
 

 
EPISTLE 

 
Priest Let us attend. 
 
Prokimenon in Tone Seven: 

Arise, O Lord my God, lift up Your hand: forget not Your poor for 
ever. 

   V.  I will praise You, O Lord, with my whole heart: I will speak of all 
Your marvellous works. 

 

Epistle: I Corinthians 5:6-8; Galatians 3:13-14. 

 
Your boasting is no good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the 
whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as 
you really are unleavened. For Christ, our paschal lamb has been 
sacrificed. Let us, therefore, celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, 
the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity 
and truth. 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for 
us - for It is written, "Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree" - that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, that 
we might receive the Promise of the Spirit through faith. 
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Priest Peace be to you reader. 
Choir Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 
 
 

The Gospel 
 
Priest Wisdom, rise. Let us hear the Holy Gospel. Peace be to you all. 
Choir And to your spirit. 

 
Priest The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to  

St. Matthew. 
Choir Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 
 
 
Priest Let us attend!  
 Next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests 

and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, "Sir, we 
remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, 
'After three days I will rise again.  'Therefore order the 
sepulchre to be made secure until the third day, lest his 
disciples go and steal him away, and tell the people, 'He has 
risen from the dead,' and the last fraud will be worse than the 
first." Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers; go, 
make it as secure as you can.”  So they went and made the 
sepulchre secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard. 

 
Choir Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You. 
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The Ektenia of Fervent Supplication 
 
Priest Let us all say with all our souls and with all our mind, let us 

say:  O Lord Almighty, God of our fathers, we beseech You, 
hear us and have mercy 

Choir Lord, have mercy.   (Thrice) 
 
Priest Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great goodness, 

we pray You: hear us and have mercy. 
Choir Lord, have mercy.   (Thrice) 

 
 
Priest Again we pray for pious and Orthodox Christians 
Choir Lord, have mercy.  . (Thrice) 

 
 
Priest Again we pray for our Father and Metropolitan ...N., for the 

venerable Priesthood, for the Diaconate in Christ, for all the 
clergy and people. 

Choir Lord, have mercy.  . (Thrice) 
 
 
Priest Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation and 

visitation, and pardon and remission of sins for the servants of 
God, all Orthodox Christians of true worship who live and 
dwell in this community. 

Choir Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
 
 
Priest Again we pray for the blessed and ever memorable founders of 

this holy Temple; and for all our fathers and brethren, the 
Orthodox departed this life before us, who here and in all the 
world lie asleep in the Lord. 

 

 
42 



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

425)*   Ed F:;* /4; 9&) $#%&%(  
!"#$%&   ;gDQ: k#N-42  /6@4 !A  (!-_%&  F.^- ( !2A (!-_%&2 *#Apb&  (!2J:V-  (!#C9z&  LM

 (!2+J,- !-_%&2 8dC-:$%& x_"  F,*-2 (!2D  /6@4 !A2 8#<-M  /gJ\%& &_"  /uy&2%& 
 ():.% !A *j,:A%&  5*%& (dA9  R-:{%& (d 0AjJ%&.  

425)*   Ed F:;* /4; 9&) $#%&%( 

!"#$%&   lf%= ):b  (M*: )%2 *\+D% ng9A2 lS-9* ;m  (.@A%&  5-4 ;g7& #<  ;!+e&2  5*%&2 ;H2  O.^%&
 (!-*/"&.%& /*P"(. 0%&ٕ2 3!&24 R6;$ (2 (!7&  

425)*  6&0G  
  

QUe&wC%& d+D  
  

!"#$%&   5g*D% #:,#+DQ P6FA$:%.  
425)*   9& Ed F:;* /4;.  
!"#$%&   ;N ;̀4 FDZ2 P.),AJ:+ >& #- #:PjW9&2 PS9*&2 PY.  
425)*   Ed F:;* /4; 9&.  
!"#$%&   (!2$- !4  ;A2- /*-{+2 #�-AsC k#C5.^A ksA#$ fED$ #:  3d[-QZ 6]C: 5g*%&.  
425)*   /4; 9& E4 H3FR,o.  
!"#$%&   /M#9 8k#:-A4 k&.\*A 8 3SsC ()sA Rg*%& #:(.#C@42 #:(C2W: k#j 6]C:.  
425)*   /4; 9& E4 H3FR,o.  
!"#$%&    (d9A#CA  Rg*%& #:,5eI (!&*Wq2 #:#-#QZ 6]C:.  
425)*   /4; 9& E4 H3FR,o.  

  
43  



 

St Nicholas Church – Great Friday Evening                                                                                                  "#$#%&' "&(%)* +,&'-.  +,/(%0)* +0&12)* +203)*  

Choir Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
 
Priest Again we pray for those who bear fruit and do good works in 

this holy and all-venerable Temple; for those who serve and 
those who sing; and for all the people here present, who await 
Your great and rich mercy. 

Choir Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 
 
Priest For You are a merciful God and love mankind, and to You we 

ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 

 
 

Ektenla 
 
Priest Let us complete our prayer to the Lord. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest  Help us; save us; have mercy on us; and keep us, O God, by 

Your grace. 
Choir Lord, have mercy. 
 
Priest That the whole day may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and sinless, 

let us ask of the Lord. 
Choir Grant this, O Lord. 
 
Priest An Angel of peace, a faithful Guide, a Guardian of our souls 

and bodies, let us ask of the Lord. 
Choir Grant this, O Lord 
 
Priest Pardon and remission of our sins and transgressions, let us ask 

of the Lord. 
Choir Grant this, O Lord. 
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Priest That we may complete the remaining time of our life in peace 
and repentance, let us ask of the Lord. 

Choir Grant this, O Lord. 
 
Priest A Christian ending to our life, painless, blameless, peaceful; 

and a good defence before the dread Judgment Seat of Christ, 
let us ask of the Lord. 

Choir Grant this, O Lord. 
 
Priest Commemorating our all-holy, pure, most blessed and glorious 

Lady, the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, (O most Holy 
Theotokos, save us)with all the saints; let us entrust ourselves 
and one another, and our whole life, to Christ our God. 

Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest For You are the God of mercies, of bounties, and of love, and 

to You we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
 
Priest Peace be to all. 
Choir And to your spirit. 
 
Priest Let us bow our heads to the Lord. 
Choir To You, O Lord. 
 
Priest: (Quietly) O holy Lord, You who dwell on high, and have regard 

for the humble of heart, and with Your all-seeing eye behold all 
creation, to You have we bowed the neck of our soul and body, 
and we entreat You: Stretch forth Your invisible hand from Your 
holy dwelling-place and bless us all. And if in anything we have 
sinned, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, forgive, inasmuch as 
You are a good God, and love mankind; granting to us Your 
earthly and heavenly good things. 
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(Aloud) For Yours it is to show mercy and to save us, O our 
God, and to You we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever, and to the ages 
of ages. 

Choir Amen. 
 
 
Priest Wisdom!  
Choir Master bless 
 
Priest Christ our God, the Eternal, is blessed, always: now and for 

ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
Choir Amen. 
 
Choir Preserve, O God, the Holy Orthodox Faith, and all Orthodox 

Christians, to ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
Priest O most holy Theotokos, save us. 
Choir More honoured than the Cherubim, and more glorious beyond 

compare than the Seraphim, in all purity you gave birth to God the 
Word; true Theotokos, we exalt You. 

 
 
Priest Glory to You, O Christ our God and our hope, glory to You. 
Choir Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Now 

and for ever, and to the ages of ages.  Amen. 
 Lord have mercy.   (thrice) 
 Father, bless.      (Master, bless) 
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Priest May Christ our true God, Who for us men and for our 

salvation voluntarily endured His terrible Passion, the Cross, 
and in the flesh the entombment, have mercy on us, through 
the prayers of His most pure, blameless and holy Mother; of 
the holy, glorious, and praiseworthy Apostles; of Saint 
Nicholas (Patron Saint of the Church); and of all the Saints, 
have mercy on us and save us, for He is good and loves 
mankind. 

 
Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ 
our God, have mercy on us and save us. 

 
Choir and 
People  Amen. 
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